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 FINANCIAL AID 

Information you submitted on your FAFSA is shared with the colleges you included on your FAFSA. 

After a college accepts you, you’ll receive an award letter outlining the cost of attendance and what 

kind of financial aid package you may receive for one year.  Review award letters and compare the 

types and amounts of aid you are offered from each school. Award letters will contain information on 

grants, scholarships, work-study and federal student loans.  You choose what to accept or decline. 

A good approach is to accept free money first (scholarships and grants) then accept earned money 

(work-study), and finally, accept borrowed money (student loans).  You also have the right to turn 

down a loan or request a lower amount. 

The financial aid processing timelines vary from school to school. Students should contact the 

college to determine when the school will be sending award letters.  Contact the school’s financial 

aid office if you have any questions about your award letter or the aid being offered to you. 

If you have questions or need help in completing the FAFSA, free help is available at 

https://studentaid.gov/help-center/contact. Support is available Monday-Friday 8am-11pm and 

Saturday-Sunday 11am-5pm.  Assistance is available through live chat, email and through the 

following phone number:   1-800-4-FED-AID, (1-800-433-3243). 

 

 STUDENT AID ON THE WEB 
The U.S. Dept. of Education provides a comprehensive description of federal student aid programs. 

Visit https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa to find helpful resources. 

The New York State Higher Education Services Corp. provides information on TAP (tuition 

assistance program), grants and scholarships, loans and other NYS college financial aid.  Visit 

https://www.hesc.ny.gov  or call 1-888-697-4372. 



Financial Aid Information Links can be found on the District website - www.lakelandschools.org . Go 

to Departments→School Counseling→Post Secondary Planning-College→Paying For 

College. 

 SAT/ACT Test Dates 

SAT:  
March 11, 2023:  Regular registration deadline: February 10, 2023, Late registration deadline: 
February 28, 2023 

May 6, 2023:  Regular registration deadline: April 7, 2023, Late registration deadline: April 25, 
2023  

 

ACT:  
February 11, 2023:  Regular registration deadline: January 6, 2023, Late registration deadline: 
January 20, 2023 

April 15, 2023:  Regular registration deadline: March 10, 2023, Late registration deadline: March 
24, 2023 

 COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 

*Are all of your college applications completed?  There is still time to apply to many colleges. 

*If you did not list your college on your SAT or ACT test registration form, you must contact the 

testing agency to have your scores sent directly to the college. 

*Some colleges, after receiving your application, will ask you to supply additional information which 

should be completed and submitted as soon as possible. 

 The School Counseling office will automatically send 

mid-year grades to all the colleges to which a student has applied. 

After your application is received, many colleges will contact you via email to keep you updated.  

Students should check the email they provided on their application to see if a college is requesting 

information.  Most schools require applicants to create a portal to check the status of their application.  

It is a good idea to save the passwords for the portals with your college information.  Ultimately, upon 

your acceptance, you will use the portal for a variety of things such as schedules, housing, tuition 

payments, grades, etc.  Should you need to send any additional information, please see your 

counselor. 

  



Deferred? Waitlisted? 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOUR COLLEGE PROCESS 

Deferred? 

If your application gets deferred, it means that you have not been accepted yet, but you might be 
later. If you applied as an Early Action or Early Decision applicant, your application has been 
converted to a regular decision application.  You’ll be reviewed again during the regular 
admissions application cycle with all the other applicants.  During this time, colleges will typically 
request and review a student’s mid-year grades. 
 
Tips if You are Deferred: 

● Continue to put your best academic foot forward in school since a college can request 
additional information. 

● Submit any additional SAT and/or ACT testing if your scores have improved. 
● Continue to express and demonstrate your interest in the college by communicating with 

admissions representatives or visiting the campus. 
● Review your application list to ensure that you have other colleges that would love to have 

you and that you would also see yourself attending. 
 
Waitlisted? 
If you’ve been placed on a waitlist, it means that admissions is done reviewing your file and that 
you are on their radar, but keep in mind this is not an offer of admission.  The other applicants that 
have been accepted, received college admission letters of acceptance, but you have to wait and 
see whether or not they are going to accept you.  
 
Tips if You are Waitlisted: 

● Continue to put your best academic foot forward in school since a college can request 
additional information such as your final transcript in June. 

● Continue to express and demonstrate your interest in the college by communicating with 
admissions representatives. 

● Continue to explore and research colleges that have accepted you as most colleges have a 
May 1st deposit deadline. 

 
*Note that colleges who maintain waitlists use them in different ways.  If you are waitlisted, it is 
helpful to inquire with that college about how they utilize the waitlist and when they typically notify 
applicants of their status. 
 
 
LAKELAND HIGH SCHOOL, 1349 East Main St. Shrub Oak, NY  10588  
PH: (914) 528-0600 (press 3, Guidance), FAX: (914) 528-3693 
ADMINISTRATION:  Christopher Cummings, Principal, Alfonse Davino, Asst. Principal, Samantha Stein, Asst. Principal 
COUNSELING OFFICE:  Frank Gizzo, Director of School Counseling 
SCHOOL COUNSELORS:  Meredith Klatsky, Kaitlyn Marshall, Gregory Millings (ACE),  Bianca Raniolo, Julie Ruxton, 
Dennine Smith 
SUPPORT STAFF:  Patricia Goff, Cheryl Hamilton, Carole Henkin, Beth O’Neill, College and Career Ctr. 

WALTER PANAS HIGH SCHOOL, 300 Croton Avenue, Cortlandt Manor, NY  10567 
PH:  (914) 739-2823 (press 3, Guidance), FAX: (914) 739-3545 
ADMINISTRATION:  Joseph Spero, Principal, Christian Clarke, Asst. Principal, Samantha Sherwood, Asst. Principal 
COUNSELING OFFICE:  Frank Gizzo, Director of School Counseling 
SCHOOL COUNSELORS:  Chelsea Aversano, Dale Chappelle, Laurainne Mosca, Sonia Recuppio, Brandon Thomas 
SUPPORT STAFF:  Mary Ellen Brown, Kathy Giordano, Carole Henkin, Kathy Zadra, College and Career Ctr. 


